DOMAIN 1. MEANING AND COMMUNICATION

COMPETENCY 1.0 UNDERSTAND THE INTEGRATED NATURE OF THE

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS
Skill 1.1 Understand the integrated nature of listening, speaking,
reading, writing, critical thinking, viewing, and visual
representation.

The last twenty years have seen great change in instruction in the English classroom.
Gone are the days when literature is taught on Monday, Wednesday is grammar day and
Friday you assign writing. Integrating reading, writing, speaking, listening and viewing
allow students to make connections between each aspect of language development
during each class.

Suggestions for Integrating Language Arts

o Use prereading activities such as discussion, writing, research, and journals. Use
writing to tap into prior knowledge before students read; engage students in class
discussions about themes, issues, and ideas explored in journals, predicting the
outcome and exploring related information.

. Use prewriting activities such as reading model essays, researching,
interviewing others, combining sentences and other prewriting activities.
Remember that developing language proficiency is a recursive process  and

involves practice in reading, writing, thinking, speaking, listening and viewing.

o Create writing activities that are relevant to students by having them write and
share with real audiences.

o Connect correctness - including developing skills of conventional usage,

spelling, grammar, and punctuation - to the revision and editing stage of

writing. Review of mechanics and punctuation can be done with mini- lessons
that use sentences from student papers, sentence combining strategies, and

modeling passages of skilled writers.

. Connect reading, writing, listening, speaking, and viewing by using
literature read as a springboard for a variety of activities.



Skill 1.2 Understanding the relationships among oral, written, enacted
and visual texts.

The playwright does many of the things the novelist does. The play will have conflicts,
characters, plot, setting, climax, and possibly denouement just as a novel does.

However, some parts of the play are not written into the story, such as setting and the
personal characteristics of the characters, which will be supplied by a staged setting and
the actors, who will be adding their own interpretations. The characterization of a
rounded character in a novel requires creating pictures for the reader. Those pictures are
not provided in a drama—they are supplied in the acting out of the play itself.

The playwright will write stage directions, which are intended to provide visual clues for
the audience. Even if those directions are included in the reading of the play, there is
often a disconnect between what is mentally envisioned and what would actually be a
factor in the effect of the play on an audience. In a play by Shakespeare, those stage
directions will be difficult to understand because the theaters they were written for were
very different from modern ones.

If a play is assigned to be read, students should be advised of these deficiencies and
suggestions made for compensating for them to include visualizing setting and actor
interpretation. Certainly, plot can be derived from a reading of a play and there are clues
to what the characters will be like. The theme or point of the story can usually be derived
form a reading. Even so, a fully-developed critique can only come from viewing it
dramatized.

The plays of Shakespeare are often read, but seeing one of those plays acted out is an
entirely different experience. If students are reading a Shakespearean play, it is helpful to
obtain a recording of a dramatized one so students can see the difference. It often leads to
a lifetime of enthusiasm for and enjoyment of good drama, a valuable objective for a
literature class.



Skill 1.3 Understanding the benefits of using integrated English
language arts skills to foster lifelong learning.

Reading for enjoyment makes it possible to go to places in the world we will never be
able to visit, or perhaps when we learn about the enchantments of a particular place, we
will set a goal of going there someday. When Under the Tuscan Sun by Frances Mayes
was published, it became a best seller. It also increased tourism to Italy. Many of the
readers of that book visited Italy for the first time in their lives.

In fiction, we can live through experiences that we will never encounter. We delve into
feelings that are similar to our own or are so far removed from our own that we are filled
with wonder and curiosity. In fact, we read because we’re curious—curious to visit,
experience, and know new and different things. The reader lives with a crowd of people
and a vast landscape. Life is constantly being enriched by the reading, and the mind is
constantly being expanded. To read is to grow. Sometimes the experience of reading a
particular book or story is so delicious that we go back and read it again and again, such
as the works of Jane Austen.

We keep track of what is truly happening in the world when we read current best-sellers
because they not only reflect what everyone else is interested in right now, they can
influence trends. We can know in-depth what television news cannot cram in by reading
publications like Time and Newsweek.

How do we model this wonderful gift for our students? We can bring those interesting
stories into our classrooms and share the excitement we feel when we discover them. We
can relate things that make us laugh so students may see the humor and laugh with us.
We can vary the established curriculum to include something we are reading that we want
to share. The tendency of students nowadays is to receive all of their information from
television or the internet. It’s important for the teacher to help students understand that
television and the internet are not substitutes for reading. They should be an accessory, an
extension, a springboard for reading.

Another thing teachers can do to inspire students to become readers is to assign a book
that you have never read before and read along with them, chapter by chapter. Run a
contest and the winner gets to pick a book that you and they will read chapter by chapter.
If you are excited about it and are experiencing satisfaction from the reading, that
excitement will be contagious. Be sure that the discussion sessions allow for students to
relate what they are thinking and feeling about what they are reading. Lively discussions
and the opportunity to express their own feelings will lead to more spontaneous reading.



You can also hand out a reading list of your favorite books and spend some time telling
the students what you liked about each. Make sure the list is diverse. It’s good to include
nonfiction along with fiction. Don’t forget that a good biography or autobiography may
encourage students to read beyond thrillers and detective stories.

When the class is discussing the latest movie, whether formally as a part of the
curriculum or informally and incidentally, if the movie is based on a book, this is a good
opportunity to demonstrate how much more can be derived from the reading than from
the watching. Or how the two combined make the experience more satisfying and
worthwhile.

Share with your students the excitement you have for reading. Successful writers are
usually good readers. The two go hand-in-hand.

Skill 1.4 Recognizing ways in which English language arts skills can be
used to explore important issues in other disciplines and
communities.

Ideas for Interdisciplinary Classroom Activities:

e Have students produce a newspaper that incorporates many different subject areas
(sports, weather, crossword puzzles, books reviews, pictures, poetry, and
advertisements, etc.).

e Connect each student with an “adoptive grandparent” at a nearby nursing home.
Have students write their “grandparent” letters and stories, make timelines of their
lives, and learn about life during the time period they grew up in.

e Have students create a Powerpoint presentation on a career they are interested in
pursuing. Research pros and cons, salary information, skills necessary for the job,
etc.

e Using a book the class is reading as a whole, have students pick out any words
they are unfamiliar with. Research the origin of those words, their definitions,
and then have them write a creative story using each word.



COMPETENCY 2.0 UNDERSTAND THAT ENGLISH IS A DYNAMIC
LANGUAGE SHAPED BY CULTURAL, SOCIAL, AND
HISTORICAL INFLUENCES

Skill 2.1 Analyzing the development of the English language as
influenced by historical and contemporary events.

English is an Indo-European language that evolved through several periods. The origin of
English dates to the settlement of the British Isles in the fifth and sixth centuries by
Germanic tribes called the Angles, Saxons, and Jutes. The original Britons spoke a Celtic
tongue while the Angles spoke a Germanic dialect. Modern English derives from the
speech of the Anglo-Saxons who imposed not only their language but also their social
customs and laws on their new land. From the fifth to the tenth century, Britain’s
language was the tongue we now refer to as Old English. During the next four centuries,
the many French attempts at English conquest introduced many French words to English.
However, the grammar and syntax of the language remained Germanic.

Middle English, most evident in the writings of Geoffrey Chaucer, dates loosely from
1066 to 1509. William Caxton brought the printing press to England in 1474 and
increased literacy. Old English words required numerous inflections to indicate noun
cases and plurals as well as verb conjugations. Middle English continued the use of many
inflections and pronunciations that treated these inflections as separately pronounced
syllables. English in 1300 would have been written “Olde Anglishe” with the e’s at the
ends of the words pronounced as our short @ vowel. Even adjectives had plural
inflections: “long dai” became “longe daies” pronounced “long-a day-as.” Spelling was
phonetic, thus every vowel had multiple pronunciations, a fact that continues to affect the
language.

Modern English dates from the introduction of The Great Vowels Shift because it created
guidelines for spelling and pronunciation. Before the printing press, books were copied
laboriously by hand; the language was subject to the individual interpretation of the
scribes. Printers and subsequently lexicographers like Samuel Johnson and America’s
Noah Webster influenced the guidelines.

As reading matter was mass produced, the reading public was forced to adopt the speech
and writing habits developed by those who wrote and printed books.



Despite many students’ insistence to the contrary, Shakespeare’s writings are in Modern
English. It is important to stress to students that language, like customs, morals, and other
social factors, is constantly subject to change. Immigration,

inventions, and cataclysmic events change language as much as any other facet of life
affected by these changes. The domination of one race or nation over others can change a
language significantly. Beginning with the colonization of the New World, English and
Spanish became dominant languages in the Western hemisphere. American English today
is somewhat different in pronunciation and sometimes vocabulary from British English.
The British call a truck a “lorry;” baby carriages a “pram,” short for “perambulator;” and
an elevator a “lift.” There are very few syntactical differences, and even the tonal
qualities that were once so clearly different are converging.

Though Modern English is less complex than Middle English, having lost many
unnecessary inflections, it is still considered difficult to learn because of its many
exceptions to the rules. It has, however, become the world’s dominant language

by reason of the great political, military, and social power of England from the fifteenth
to the nineteenth century and of America in the twentieth century.

Modern inventions - the telephone, phonograph, radio, television, and motion pictures -
have especially affected English pronunciation. Regional dialects, once a hindrance to
clear understanding, have fewer distinct characteristics. The speakers from different parts
of the United States of America can be identified by their accents, but more and more as
educators and media personalities stress uniform pronunciations and proper grammar, the
differences are diminishing.

The English language has a more extensive vocabulary than any other language. Ours is a
language of synonyms, words borrowed from other languages, and coined words - many
of them introduced by the rapid expansion of technology.

It is important for students to understand that language is in constant flux.

Emphasis should be placed on learning and using language for specific purposes and
audiences. Negative criticism of a student’s errors in word choice or sentence structures
will inhibit creativity. Positive criticism that suggests ways to enhance communication
skills will encourage exploration.

Perhaps the most basic principle about language in understanding its changes and
variations is a simple one: language inevitably changes over time. If a community that
speaks a homogeneous language and dialect are for some reason separated with no
contact between the two resulting communities, over a few generations, they will be
speaking different dialects and eventually will have difficulty understanding each other.



Language changes in all its manifestations: At the phonetic level, the sounds of a
language will change as will its orthography. The vocabulary level will probably manifest
the greatest changes. Changes in syntax are slower and less likely to occur. For example,
English has changed in response to the influences of many other languages and cultures
as well as internal cultural changes such as the development of the railroad and the
computer; however, its syntax still relies on word order—it has not shifted to an inflected
system even though many of the cultures that have impacted it do, in fact, have an
inflected language, such as Spanish.

The most significance influence on a language is the blending of cultures. The Norman
Conquest that brought the English speakers in the British Isles under the rule of French
speakers impacted the language, but it’s significant that English speakers did not adopt
the language of the ruling class—they did not become speakers of French. Even so, many
vocabulary items entered the language in that period. The Great Vowel Shift that
occurred between the 14™ and 16" centuries is somewhat of a mystery although it’s
generally attributed to the migration to Southeast England following the plague of the
Black Death. The Great Vowel Shift largely accounts for the discrepancy between
orthography and speech—the difficult spelling system in modern English.

Colonization of other countries has also brought new vocabulary items into the language.
Indian English not only has its own easily recognizable attributes as does Australian and
North American, those cultural interactions have added to items in the usages of each
other and in the language at large. The fact that English is the most widely spoken and
understood language all over the world in the 21 century implies that it is constantly
being changed by the globalized world.

Other influences, of course, impact language. The introduction of television and its
domination by the United States has had great influence on the English that is spoken and
understood all over the world. The same is true of the computerizing of the world (Tom
Friedman called it “flattening” in his The World is Flat: A Brief History of the Twenty-
first Century). New terms have been added, old terms have changed meaning (“mouse,”
for instance), and nouns have been verbalized.

Skill 2.2 Relating English derivatives, borrowings, and slang terms to
their origins in other languages and dialects.

Just as countries and families have histories, so do words. Knowing and understanding
the origin of a word, where it has been used down through the years, and the history of its
meaning as it has changed is an important component of the writing and language
teacher’s tool kit. Never in the history of the English language or any other language for
that matter has the forms and meanings of words changed so rapidly. When America was
settled originally, immigration from many countries made it a “melting pot.”



Immigration accelerated rapidly within the first hundred years, resulting in pockets of
language throughout the country. When trains began to make transportation available and
affordable, individuals from those various pockets came in contact with each other,
shared vocabularies, and attempted to converse. From that time forward, every generation
brought the introduction of a technology that made language interchange not only more
possible but more important.

Radio began the trend to standardize dialects. A Bostonian might not be understood by a
native of Louisiana, who might not be interested in turning the dial to hear the news or a
drama or the advertisements of the vendors that had a vested interest in being heard and
understood. Soap and soup producers knew a goldmine when they saw it and created a
market for radio announcers and actors who spoke without a pronounced dialect. In
return, listeners began to hear the English language in a dialect very different from the
one they spoke, and as it settled into their thinking processes, it eventually made its way
to their tongues, and spoken English began to lose some of its local peculiarities. It has
been a slow process, but most Americans can easily understand other Americans, no
matter where they come from. They can even converse with a native of Great Britain with
little difficulty. The introduction of television carried the evolution further as did the
explosion of electronic communicating devices over the past fifty years.

An excellent example of the changes that have occurred in English is a comparison of
Shakespeare’s original works with modern translations. Without help, twenty-first-
century Americans are unable to read the Folio. On the other hand, teachers must
constantly be mindful of the vocabularies and etymologies of their students, who are on
the receiving end of the escalation brought about by technology and increased global
influence and contact.

Skill 2.3 Analyzing regional and social variations in language in the
United States.

Dialect differences are basically in pronunciation. Bostonians say “pahty” for “party” and
Southerners blend words like “you all” into “y’all.” Besides the dialect differences
already mentioned, the biggest geographical factors in American English stem from
minor word choice variances. Depending on the region where you live, when you order a
carbonated, syrupy beverage most generically called a soft drink, you might ask for a
“soda” in the South, or a “pop” in the Midwest. If you order a soda in New York, then
you will get a scoop of ice cream in your soft drink, while in other areas you would have
to ask for a “float.”



