UBAREA |. HISTORY

COMPETENCY 1.0.0 UNDERSTAND KEY HISTORICAL TERMS AND
CONCEPTS AND RECOGNIZE WAYS IN WHICH
HUMAN BEINGS VIEW THEMSELVES AND OTHERS
OVER TIME.

Skill 1.1 Apply important historical terms.

History is the study of the past, especially the aspects of the human past,
political and economic events as well as cultural and social conditions. Students
study history through textbooks, research, field trips to museums and historical
sights, and other methods. Most nations set the requirements in history to study
the country's heritage, usually to develop an awareness and feeling of loyalty and
patriotism. History is generally divided into the three main divisions: (a) time
periods, (b) nations, and (c) specialized topics. Study is accomplished through
research, reading, and writing.

History is without doubt an integral part of every other discipline in the social
sciences. Knowing historical background on anything and anyone anywhere
goes a long way towards explaining that what happened in the past leads up to
and explains the present.

Causality: The reason something happens, its cause, is a basic category of
human thinking. We want to know the causes of some major event in our lives.
Within the study of history, causality is the analysis of the reasons for change.
The question we are asking is why and how a particular society or event
developed in the particular way it did given the context in which it occurred.

Conflict: Conflict within history is opposition of ideas, principles, values or
claims. Conflict may take the form of internal clashes of principles or ideas or
claims within a society or group or it may take the form of opposition between
groups or societies.

Interdependence: A condition in which two things or groups rely upon one
another; as opposed to independence, in which each thing or group relies only
upon itself.

Identity: The state or perception of being a particular thing or person. Identity
can also refer to the understanding or self-understanding of groups, nations, etc.

Nation-state: A particular type of political entity that provides a sovereign
territory for a specific nation in which other factors also unite the citizens (e.g.,
language, race, ancestry, etc.).



Culture: the civilization, achievements, and customs of the people of a particular
time and place.

Some historians through the ages:

Herodotus was the first major Greek historian who wrote the account of the wars
between the Greeks and Persians; often called the "Father of History."

Thucydides wrote an authentic account of the war between Athens and Sparta
titled "History of the Peloponnesian War."

Livy was a Roman historian who wrote "History from the Founding of the City."

Eusebius wrote "Ecclesiastical History," a history of Christianity showing God's
control of human events.

Bede was the Middle Ages' greatest historian who wrote "Ecclesiastical History
of the English Nation" (731 A.D.) and still considered the principal source for
English history up to that time.

Ibn Khaldun was a great Arab historian who wrote a seven-volume study of
world civilization entitled "Universal History".

Edward Gibbon was a British scholar who wrote the masterpiece "History of the
Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire" which showed bias against Christianity
and blamed Christianity partly for the fall of the Roman Empire.

Leopold von Ranke is considered the "Father of Modern History" who
conceived the basic methods modern historians used to analyze and evaluate
historical documents and introduced seminars to train future historians in how to
do research.

Skill 1.2 Recognize varying perspectives in historical writing and
analyze social and cultural influences on historical inquiry.

Varying perspectives on the study of history may be summarized under one of
three definitions:
1. History is the study of what persons have done and said and thought in
the past.
2. History is a creative attempt to reconstruct the lives and thoughts of
particular persons who lived at specific times (biography).
3. History is the study of the social aspects of humans, both past and
present.



The first definition essentially applies to the narrative school of history. This
approach attempts to provide a general account of the most important things
people have said, done, written, etc. in the past. Several schools fall within this
category:
e The political-institutional school believes that what has occurred in
government and law is the most important.
e The school of intellectual history (the history of ideas) finds greatest
importance in the emergence of higher thought and feeling
(including philosophy, art, science, literature).
e Economic historians are most concerned with the way humans
have controlled the environment and made a living.
e Cultural historians focus on the development of ideas within the
total context of a social, economic, and political situation.

The second definition above understands history as biography of important
persons. These historians fall into one of two schools:

e Psychologizing approaches — historians who believe the motivations
and actions of people in the past can be understood and explained in
terms of modern psychological theories

¢ Non-psychologizing approaches — historians who believe it is
impossible to psychoanalyze people who are dead and that people of
the past must be understood in terms of the theories of personality and
motivation that were accepted at the time.

The third definition above essentially equates history with sociology. This
approach believes it is possible to study history to observe forms of social
change that are relevant to current social problems. This group is also divided:
e One group uses the Marxist doctrine of dialectical materialism to
explain social change.
e Another group believes that each society is unique and distinctive
Comparative sociological historians study history to identify consistent
patterns that run through all or several societies.

Skill 1.3 Use key concepts to identify and explain patterns of historical
change and continuity within and across cultures.

Innovation is the introduction of new ways of performing work or organizing
societies, and can spur drastic changes in a culture. Prior to the innovation of
agriculture, for instance, human cultures were largely nomadic and survived by
hunting and gathering their food. Agriculture led directly to the development of
permanent settlements and a radical change in social organization. Likewise,
technological innovations in the Industrial Revolution of the 19th Century
changed the way work was performed and transformed the economic institutions
of western cultures. Recent innovations in communications are changing the way
cultures interact today.



Cultural diffusion is the movement of cultural ideas or materials between
populations independent of the movement of those populations. Cultural diffusion
can take place when two populations are close to one another, through direct
interaction, or across great distances, through mass media and other routes.
American movies are popular all over the world, for instance. Within the United
States, hockey, traditionally a Canadian pastime, has become a popular sport.
These are both examples of cultural diffusion.

Adaptation is the process that individuals and societies go through in changing
their behavior and organization to cope with social, economic and environmental
pressures.

Acculturation is an exchange or adoption of cultural features when two cultures
come into regular direct contact. An example of acculturation is the adoption of
Christianity and western dress by many Native Americans in the United States.

Assimilation is the process of a minority ethnic group largely adopting the
culture of the larger group it exists within. These groups are typically immigrants
moving to a new country, as with the European immigrants who traveled to the
United States at the beginning of the 20th Century who assimilated to American
culture.

Extinction is the complete disappearance of a culture. Extinction can occur
suddenly. Causes range from disease, famine or war. Or over time, people of a
culture disappear adapts, acculturates or assimilates to the point where its
original features are lost.

Also refer to Skill 1.1



Skill 1.4 Use historical facts and concepts to make informed decisions
about public issues with emphasis on the United States.

In a civil society, people are certainly free to pursue business interests both
private and public. Private activities are less regulated than public ones, but
public activities are not discouraged or dissuaded, as long as they don’t violate
laws or invade other people’s rights.

In America and in other countries as well, a person has the right to pursue any
kind of business strategy he or she wants. The age of Internet advertising and
marketing has created opportunities abound for new and different businesses. By
and large, as long as these businesses don’t sell or advertise illegal products or
practices, the business owner is left alone by society and its government. If the
business succeeds, the business owner is free to reap the rewards of his
success; if the business fails, then the business owner will certainly suffer the
consequences of that failure. How public that person wants to make his or her
business is a personal decision. The state and federal governments make it a
practice of encouraging businesses to succeed, granting them money and time to
make that money back, through loans and grants, Most businesses of a
significant size are required to file business announcement papers with various
local, state, and federal agencies; all businesses are required, of course, to pay
taxes on any income that they might earn.

Rather than discourage people from starting businesses, the American
government and its various associated entities actually encourage such
endeavors. Prospective business owners can find whole libraries of information
encouraging them and guiding them through the sometimes rigorous practice of
starting a business. Entire organizations exist just to answer questions about this
process.

It's not just business that American society encourages. Americans are also free
and encouraged to join non-business organizations both public and private.
America is a land full of groups—religious, political, social, and economic groups.
All these groups meet in public and in private, and the people who belong to
these groups are free to associate with any groups that they choose, again as
long as the practices of those groups are not illegal or harmful to other people.

Religion participation is a practice that finds extraordinary protection under the
law. The First Amendment guarantees every American the right to worship as he
or she sees fit, without fear of reprisal by the government. Religious
organizations, however, do not, for the most part, receive funding from
governments to support their efforts. The First Amendment also denies the
Government the right to establish a religion, meaning that it cannot favor one
religion over others. Entities like parochial schools, which provide both education
and religious training, routinely have to seek funding in places other than the
federal or state governments.



Social groups are encouraged as well. The First Amendment gives the American
people the right to peaceable assembly. This certainly describes the meetings of
most social organizations in America, from clubs to interest groups to veterans’
organizations. Groups, made up of people with similar interests or experiences,
may come together on a regular basis to discuss those interests and experiences
and to pursue a joint appreciation. So long as those people in those groups
assemble peacefully and don’t become violent or speak out in the name of
fomenting rebellion, they can go on meeting as often as they like.

One very public interest that many people pursue is politics. Theoretically,
anyone who is a U.S. citizen can get on a ballot somewhere running for
something. Participation in politics is encouraged in America, and more and more
people are getting involved—at the local, state, and federal levels—all the time.
The federal and state governments, in particular, will provide money and
opportunities for candidates who reach certain thresholds of monetary support of
their own.

Skill 1.5 Understand the relationship between geography and history
and analyze the effects of human activity on the environment.

The earliest known civilizations developed in the Tigris-Euphrates valley of
Mesopotamia (modern Iraq) and the Nile valley of Egypt between 4000 BCE and
3000 BCE. These valleys are known as fluvial civilizations. Geography and the
physical environment played a critical role in the rise and the survival of both of
these civilizations.

The Fertile Crescent was bounded on the West by the Mediterranean, on the
South by the Arabian Desert, on the north by the Taurus and on the east by the
Zagros Mountains.

First, the rivers provided a source of water that would sustain life, including
animal life. The hunters of the society had ample access to a variety of animals,
initially for hunting to provide food, as well as hides, bones, antlers, etc. from
which clothing, tools and art could be made. Second the proximity to water
provided a natural attraction to animals which could be herded and husbanded to
provide a stable supply of food and animal products. Third, the rivers of these
regions overflowed their banks each year, leaving behind a deposit of very rich
soil. As these early people began to experiment with growing crops rather than
gathering food, the soil was fertile and water was readily available to produce
sizeable harvests. In time, the people developed systems of irrigation that
channeled water to the crops without significant human effort on a continuing
basis.



The designation “Fertile Crescent” was applied by the famous historian and
Egyptologist James Breasted to the part of the Near East that extended from the
Persian Gulf to the Sinai Peninsula. It included Mesopotamia, Syria and
Palestine. This region was marked by almost constant invasions and migrations.
These invaders and migrants seemed to have destroyed the culture and
civilization that existed. Upon taking a longer view, however, it becomes apparent
that they actually absorbed and supplemented the civilization that existed before
their arrival. This is one of the reasons the civilization developed so quickly and
created so such an advanced culture.

Ecology is the study of how living organisms interact with the physical aspects of
their surroundings (their environment), including soil, water, air, and other living
things. Biogeography is the study of how the surface features of the earth —
form, movement, and climate — affect living things.

Three levels of environmental understanding are critical:

1. An ecosystem is a community (of any size) consisting of a physical
environment and the organisms that live within it.

2. A biome is a large area of land with characteristic climate, soil, and mixture of
plants and animals. Biomes are made up of groups of ecosystems. Major biomes
are: desert, chaparral, savanna, tropical rain forest, temperate grassland,
temperate deciduous forest, taiga, and tundra.

3. A habitat is the set of surroundings within which members of a species
normally live. Elements of the habitat include soil, water, predators, and
competitors.

Within habitats interactions between members of the species occur. These
interactions occur between members of the same species and between members
of different species. Interaction tends to be of three types:

1. Competition. Competition occurs between members of the same species or
between members of different species for resources required to continue life, to
grow, or to reproduce. For example, competition for acorns can occur between
squirrels or it can occur between squirrels and woodpeckers. One species can
either push out or cause the demise of another species if it is better adapted to
obtain the resource. When a new species is introduced into a habitat, the result
can be a loss of the native species and/or significant change to the habitat. For
example, the introduction of the Asian plant Kudzu into the American South has
resulted in the destruction of several species because Kudzu grows and spreads
very quickly and smothers everything in its path.



2. Predation. Predators are organisms that live by hunting and eating other
organisms. The species best suited for hunting other species in the habitat will be
the species that survives. Larger species that have better hunting skills reduce
the amount of prey available for smaller and/or weaker species. This affects both
the amount of available prey and the diversity of species that are able to survive
in the habitat.

3. Symbiosis is a condition in which two organisms of different species are able
to live in the same environment over an extended period of time without harming
one another. In some cases one species may benefit without harming the other.
In other cases both species benéefit.

Different organisms are by nature best suited for existence in particular
environments. When an organism is displaced to a different environment or when
the environment changes for some reason, its ability to survive is determined by
its ability to adapt to the new environment. Adaptation can take the form of
structural change, physiological change, or behavioral modification.

Biodiversity refers to the variety of species and organisms, as well as the
variety of habitats available on the earth. Biodiversity provides the life-support
system for the various habitats and species. The greater the degree of
biodiversity, the more species and habitats will continue to survive.

When human and other population and migration changes, climate changes, or
natural disasters disrupt the delicate balance of a habitat or an ecosystem,
species either adapt or become extinct.

Natural changes can occur that alter habitats — floods, volcanoes, storms,
earthquakes. These changes can affect the species that exist within the habitat,
either by causing extinction or by changing the environment in a way that will no
longer support the life systems. Climate changes can have similar effects.
Inhabiting species, however, can also alter habitats, particularly through
migration. Human civilization, population growth, and efforts to control the
environment can have many negative effects on various habitats. Humans
change their environments to suit their particular needs and interests. This can
result in changes that result in the extinction of species or changes to the habitat
itself. For example, deforestation damages the stability of mountain surfaces.
One particularly devastating example is in the removal of the grasses of the
Great Plains for agriculture. Tilling the ground and planting crops left the soil
unprotected. Sustained drought dried out the soil into dust. When windstorms
occurred, the topsoil was stripped away and blown all the way to the Atlantic
Ocean.



By nature, people are essentially social creatures. They generally live in
communities or settlements of some kind and of some size. Settlements are the
cradles of culture, political structure, education, and the management of
resources. The relative placement of these settlements or communities are
shaped by the proximity to natural resources, the movement of raw materials, the
production of finished products, the availability of a work force, and the delivery
of finished products. The composition of communities will, at least to some
extent, be determined by shared values, language, culture, religion, and
subsistence.

Settlements begin in areas that offer the natural resources to support life — food
and water. With the ability to manage the environment one finds a concentration
of populations. With the ability to transport raw materials and finished products,
comes mobility. With increasing technology and the rise of industrial centers,
comes a migration of the workforce.

Cities are the major hubs of human settlement. Almost half of the population of
the world now lives in cities. These percentages are much higher in developed
regions. Established cities continue to grow. The fastest growth, however, is
occurring in developing areas. In some regions there are “metropolitan areas”
made up of urban and sub-urban areas. In some places cities and urban areas
have become interconnected into “megalopoli” (e.g., Tokyo-Kawasaki-
Yokohama).

The concentrations of populations and the divisions of these areas among
various groups that constitute the cities can differ significantly. North American
cities are different from European cities in terms of shape, size, population
density, and modes of transportation. While in North America, the wealthiest
economic groups tend to live outside the cities, the opposite is true in Latin
American cities.

There are significant differences among the cities of the world in terms of
connectedness to other cities. While European and North American cities tend to
be well linked both by transportation and communication connections, there are
other places in the world in which communication between the cities of the
country may be inferior to communication with the rest of the world.

Rural areas tend to be less densely populated due to the needs of agriculture.
More land is needed to produce crops or for animal husbandry than for
manufacturing, especially in a city in which the buildings tend to be taller. Rural
areas, however, must be connected via communication and transportation in
order to provide food and raw materials to urban areas.



The purpose and aim of social policy is to improve human welfare and to meet
basic human needs within the society. Social policy addresses basic human
needs for the sustainability of the individual and the society. The concerns of
social policy, then, include food, clean water, shelter, clothing, education, health,
and social security. Social policy is part of public policy, determined by the city,
the state, the nation, or the multi-national organization responsible for human
welfare in a particular region.

Environmental policy is concerned with the sustainability of the earth, the region
under the administration of the governing group or individual or a local habitat.
The concern of environmental policy is the preservation of the region, habitat or
ecosystem.

Because humans, both individually and in community, rely upon the environment
to sustain human life, social and environmental policy must be mutually
supportable. Because humans, both individually and in community, live upon the
earth, draw upon the natural resources of the earth, and affect the environment in
many ways, environmental and social policy must be mutually supportive.

If modern societies have no understanding of the limitations upon natural
resources or how their actions affect the environment, and they act without
regard for the sustainability of the earth, it will become impossible for the earth to
sustain human existence. At the same time, the resources of the earth are
necessary to support the human welfare. Environmental policies must recognize
that the planet is the home of humans and other species.

For centuries, social policies, economic policies, and political policies have
ignored the impact of human existence and human civilization upon the
environment. Human civilization has disrupted the ecological balance,
contributed to the extinction of animal and plant species, and destroyed
ecosystems through uncontrolled harvesting.

In an age of global warming, unprecedented demand upon natural resources,
and a shrinking planet, social and environmental policies must become
increasingly interdependent if the planet is to continue to support life and human
civilization.



