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TTaabbllee  ooff  CCoonntteennttss  
 
DOMAIN I.  LITERATURE AND TEXTUAL ANALYSIS 
 
COMPETENCY 1.0 LITERARY ANALYSIS...........................................................1  

 
Skill 1.1  Recognize, compare, and evaluate different literary traditions to  
 include..................................................................................................1 
 

• American (inclusive of cultural pluralism) 
• British (inclusive of cultural pluralism) 
• World literature and literature in translation (inclusive of cross-cultural 

literature) 
• Mythology and oral tradition 

 
SKILL 1.2  Trace development of major literary movements in historical  

 Periods.................................................................................................21 
 
SKILL 1.3  Describe the salient features of adolescent/Young Adult literature 
 .............................................................................................................22 
 
SKILL 1.4  Analyze and interpret major works by representative writers in 

historical, aesthetic, political, and philosophical contexts.....................33 
 
COMPETENCY 2.0 LITERARY ELEMENTS .........................................................36 
 
SKILL 2.1  Distinguish salient features of genres ..................................................36 
 
SKILL 2.2  Define and analyze basic elements of literature...................................37 

        
SKILL 2.3  Articulate the relationship between the expressed purposes and the 

characteristics of different forms of dramatic literature.........................42 
 
SKILL 2.4  Develop critical thinking and analytic skill through close reading of 

texts .....................................................................................................43 
 
COMPETENCY 3.0 LITERARY CRITICISM ..........................................................47 
 
SKILL 3.1  Research and apply criticism of major texts and authors using print 

and/or electronic resource....................................................................47 
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SKILL 3.2  Research and apply various approaches to interpreting  
 literature ...............................................................................................48 

 
COMPETENCY 4.0 ANALYSIS OF NON-LITERARY TEXTS ...............................49 
 
SKILL 4.1  Compare various features of print and visual .......................................49 
                    
SKILL 4.2  Evaluate structure and content of a variety of consumer, workplace,  
 and public documents ..........................................................................50 
 
SKILL 4.3  Interpret individual works in their cultural, social, and political  

 contexts................................................................................................51 
 
DOMAIN II.   LANGUAGE, LINGUISTICS, AND LITERACY 
 
COMPETENCY 5.0 HUMAN LANGUAGE STRUCTURES ...................................53 
 
SKILL 5.1  Recognize the nature of human language, differences among 

languages, the universality of linguistic structures, and change across 
time, locale, and communities ..............................................................53 

 
SKILL 5.2  Demonstrate knowledge of word analysis, including sound patterns 

(phonology) and inflection, derivation, compounding, roots and 
 affixes (morphology).............................................................................58 
 
SKILL 5.3  Demonstrate knowledge of sentence structures (syntax), word and 

sentence meanings (semantics), and language function in 
communicative context (pragmatics)....................................................59 

 
SKILL 5.4  Use appropriate print and electronic sources to research 

etymologies; recognize conventions of English orthography and 
changes in word meaning and pronunciation.......................................63 

 
COMPETENCY 6.0  ACQUISITION AND DEVELOPMENT OF LANGUAGE  
  AND LITERACY .....................................................................65 
 
SKILL 6.1  Explain the influences of cognitive, affective, and Socio-cultural 

factors on language acquisition and development ...............................65 
 
SKILL 6.2  Explain the influence of a first language on second language 

development.........................................................................................68 
 
SKILL 6.3 Describe methods and techniques for developing .................................68 
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COMPETENCY 7.0 LITERACY STUDIES .............................................................70 
 
SKILL 7.1  Recognize the written and oral conventions of Standard English, and  
 analyze the social implications of mastering them ...............................70 
 
SKILL 7.2  Describe and explain cognitive elements of reading and writing 

processes ............................................................................................71 
 
SKILL 7.3  Explain metacognitive strategies for making sense of text ...................73  
 
COMPETENCY 8.0 GRAMMATICAL STRUCTURES OF ENGLISH ....................75 
 
SKILL 8.1  Identify methods of sentence construction ...........................................75 
 
SKILL 8.2  Analyze parts of speech and their distinctive structures and functions  
 .............................................................................................................75 
 
SKILL 8.3  Describe the forms and functions of the English verb system..............78 
 
DOMAIN III.  COMPOSITION AND RHETORIC 
 
COMPETENCY 9.0 WRITTEN COMPOSING PROCESSES (INDIVIDUAL AND  
  COLLABORATIVE)................................................................81 
 
SKILL 9.1 Reflect on and describe their own writing processes.............................81 
 
SKILL 9.2  Investigate and apply alternative methods of prewriting, drafting,  
 responding, revising, editing, and evaluating .......................................82 
 
SKILL 9.3  Employ such strategies as graphic organizers, outlines, notes, charts, 
 summaries, or précis to clarify and record meaning.............................87 
 
SKILL 9.4  Integrate a variety of software applications to produce print 
 documents and multi-media presentations...........................................91 
 
COMPETENCY 10.0  RHETORICAL FEATURES OF LITERARY AND NON- 
  LITERARY, ORAL AND WRITTEN TEXTS......................92 
 
SKILL 10.1 Recognize and use a variety of writing applications ............................92 
 
SKILL 10.2 Demonstrate awareness of audience, purpose, and context ...............93 
 
SKILL 10.3 Recognize and use various text structures ..........................................94  
 
SKILL 10.4 Apply a variety of methods to develop ideas within an essay ..............94 
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SKILL 10.5 Apply critical thinking strategies to evaluate methods of persuasion,  
 including but not limited to....................................................................98 
 

• Types of appeal  
• Types of persuasive speech  
• Logical fallacies  
• Advertising techniques  
• Logical argument  
• Classical argument  

 
COMPETENCY 11.0  RHETORICAL EFFECTS OF GRAMMATICAL  
 ELEMENTS .........................................................................102 
 
SKILL 11.1 Employ precise and extensive vocabulary and effective diction to  
 control voice, style, and tone................................................................102 
 
SKILL 11.2 Use clause joining techniques ............................................................103 
 
SKILL 11.3 Identify and use clausal and phrasal modifiers to control flow, pace,  
 and emphasis.......................................................................................107 
 
SKILL 11.4 Identify and use devices to control focus in sentence and  

 paragraph.............................................................................................110 
 
SKILL 11.5 Maintain coherence through use of cohesive devices .........................110 
 
COMPETENCY 12.0 CONVENTIONS OF ORAL AND WRITTEN LANGUAGE ...112 
 
SKILL 12.1 Apply knowledge of linguistic structure to identify and use the  
 conventions of Standard Edited English...............................................112 
 
SKILL 12.2 Recognize, understand, and use a range of conventions in both  
 spoken and written English, including ..................................................113 
 

• Conventions of effective sentence structure  
• Preferred usage  
• Conventions of pronunciation and intonation 
• Conventional forms of spelling 
• Capitalization and punctuation 

 
COMPETENCY 13.0 RESEARCH STRATEGIES..................................................116 
 
SKILL 13.1 Develop and apply research questions................................................116 
 
SKILL 13.2 Demonstrate methods of inquiry and investigation ..............................118 
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SKILL 13.3 Identify and use multiple resources, and critically evaluate the quality  
 of the sources.......................................................................................119 
 
SKILL 13.4 Interpret and apply findings .................................................................119 
 
SKILL 13.5 Use professional conventions and ethical standards of citation and  

 attribution .............................................................................................120 
 
SKILL 13.6 Demonstrate effective presentation methods, including multi-media  

 Formats................................................................................................120 
                                                                                                                                                            
DOMAIN IV.  COMMUNICATIONS: SPEECH,  
   MEDIA, AND CREATIVE PERFORMANCE 
 
COMPETENCY 14.0 ORAL COMMUNICATION PROCESSES ............................123 
 
SKILL 14.1 Identify features of, and deliver oral performance in, a variety of  
 forms ....................................................................................................123 
 
SKILL 14.2 Demonstrate and evaluate individual performance skills .....................124 
 
SKILL 14.3 Articulate principles of speaker/audience interrelationship ..................125 
 
SKILL 14.4 Identify and demonstrate collaborative communication skills in a  
 variety of roles......................................................................................126 
 
COMPETENCY 15.0 MEDIA ANALYSIS AND JOURNALISTIC APPLICATIONS 
 .............................................................................................127 
 
SKILL 15.1 Analyze the impact on society of a variety of media forms ..................127 
  
SKILL 15.2 Recognize and evaluate strategies used by the media to inform,  
 persuade, entertain, and transmit culture.............................................127 
 
SKILL 15.3 Identify aesthetic effects of a media presentation................................128 
 
SKILL 15.4 Demonstrate effective and creative application of these strategies  
 and techniques to prepare presentations using a variety of media  
 forms and visual aids ...........................................................................128 
 
COMPETENCY 16.0 DRAMATIC PERFORMANCE..............................................130 
 
SKILL 16.1 Describe and use a range of rehearsal strategies to effectively mount  
 a production .........................................................................................130  
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SKILL 16.2 Employ basic elements of character analysis and 
 approaches to acting, including physical and vocal techniques, that  
 reveal character and relationships .......................................................131 
 
SKILL 16.3 Demonstrate basic knowledge of the language of visual composition  

 and principles of theatrical design .......................................................133 
 
SKILL 16.4 Apply fundamentals of stage directing, including conceptualization,  
 blocking (movement patterns), tempo, and dramatic arc (rising and  
 falling action) ........................................................................................134 
 
SKILL 16.5 Demonstrate facility in a variety of oral performance traditions ...........137 
 
COMPETENCY 17.0 CREATIVE WRITING ...........................................................139 
 
SKILL 17.1 Demonstrate facility in creative composition in a variety of  

 Genres .................................................................................................139 
 
SKILL 17.2 Understand and apply processes and techniques that enhance the  
 impact of the creative writing product...................................................139 
 
SKILL 17.3 Demonstrate skill in composing creative and aesthetically compelling  
 responses to literature..........................................................................140 
 
Resources .............................................................................................................141 
 
Sample Test...........................................................................................................147 
 
Answer Key ...........................................................................................................189 
 
Rigor Table ............................................................................................................190 
 
Rationales for Sample Questions........................................................................191 
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