
TEACHER CERTIFICATION STUDY GUIDE 
 

READING K-12 i 

TTaabbllee  ooff  CCoonntteennttss  
 
COMPETENCY 1.0   KNOWLEDGE OF THE THEORIES AND UNDERLYING 

ASSUMPTIONS OF READING PROCESSES ...............1 
 
Skill 1.1  Identify foundational theories and theorists of reading processes 
and  
 development....................................................................................1 
 
Skill 1.2  Identify instructional applications of theories of reading processes 

and development .............................................................................5 
 

COMPETENCY 2.0   KNOWLEDGE OF EMERGENT LITERACY.................11  
 
Skill 2.1 Identify the terminology and concepts of emergent literacy...........11 
 
Skill 2.2 Identify instructional methods for developing emergent literacy ....12 
 
Skill 2.3 Identify characteristics of difficulties in emergent literacy  
 development..................................................................................13 
 
Skill 2.4 Identify methods for prevention of and intervention for emergent 

literacy difficulties ..........................................................................13 
 
COMPETENCY 3.0   KNOWLEDGE OF DECODING, ENCODING, AND 

RELATED READING PROCESSES ............................17 
 
Skill  3.1 Identify the processes and skills effective readers use for word 

recognition.....................................................................................17 
 
Skill 3.2 Identify the phases of word recognition within the decoding  
 process.........................................................................................  21 
 
Skill  3.3 Identify instructional methods for promoting the development of 

decoding and encoding skills.........................................................31 
 

COMPETENCY  4.0   KNOWLEDGE OF READING FLUENCY  
   DEVELOPMENT ..........................................................  40 
 
Skill  4.1 Identify the components of reading fluency ...................................40 
 
Skill 4.2 Identify appropriate instructional methods for developing reading  
 fluency ...........................................................................................41 

 



TEACHER CERTIFICATION STUDY GUIDE 
 

READING K-12 ii 

COMPETENCY  5.0   KNOWLEDGE OF READING COMPREHENSION ......42 
 
Skill 5.1 Identify instructional methods and strategies to facilitate students’  
  reading comprehension .................................................................42  
 
Skill 5.2 Identify instructional methods and strategies to increase vocabulary 

acquisition ....................................................................................  45 
 
Skill 5.3 Identify instructional methods and strategies for developing critical 

thinking ..........................................................................................59 
 
COMPETENCY  6.0   KNOWLEDGE OF CONTENT AREA READING AND  
 LEARNING....................................................................61 
 
Skill  6.1 Identify instructional approaches and strategies for developing and 

using content area vocabulary.......................................................61 
 
Skill 6.2 Identify characteristics and features of various informational text 

structures.......................................................................................74 
 
Skill 6.3 Identify instructional approaches and strategies for teaching  
 study skills ...................................................................................  76 
 
Skill 6.4 Identify instructional approaches and strategies for teaching 

functional literacy skills ..................................................................80  
 
COMPETENCY  7.0   KNOWLEDGE OF LITERARY GENRES, ELEMENTS,  
   AND INTERPRETATIONS............................................82 
  
Skill  7.1 Identify the characteristics and elements of various literary genres 

and formats of prose and poetry....................................................82  
 
Skill 7.2 Identify appropriate criteria for choosing literature for students for 

specific purposes...........................................................................87 
 
COMPETENCY  8.0   KNOWLEDGE OF DIVERSE LEARNERS ...................89  
 
Skill  8.1 Choose appropriate methods for meeting reading needs of diverse 

individuals and groups...................................................................89 
 
Skill 8.2 Select appropriate resources to reflect and address student 

diversity in the classroom and community .....................................98 
 



TEACHER CERTIFICATION STUDY GUIDE 
 

READING K-12 iii 

COMPETENCY 9.0   KNOWLEDGE OF READING ASSESSMENTS .........101 
 
Skill 9.1 Identify measurement concepts, characteristics, and uses of norm-

referenced, criterion-referenced, and performance-based  
 assessments ...............................................................................101 
 
Skill  9.2 Identify appropriate oral and written methods for assessing 

individual student progress..........................................................102 
 
Skill 9.3 Interpret assessment data to guide instructional decisions .........106 
 
Skill  9.4 Use individual student reading data to differentiate instruction...  107 
 
Skill 9.5 Evaluate the appropriateness of assessment instruments and  
 practices ......................................................................................107 
 
 COMPETENCY 10.0   KNOWLEDGE OF PRINT AND NONPRINT MEDIA .  109 
 
Skill 10.1 Identify criteria for selecting and evaluating both print and nonprint 

media for instructional use...........................................................109 
 
Skill 10.2 Skill Identify appropriate use of print and nonprint media to match 

students’ needs and interests within the instructional unit ...........110 
 
COMPETENCY 11.0   KNOWLEDGE OF CLASSROOM ENVIRONMENTS 

THAT SUPPORT READING.......................................111  
 
Skill 11.1  Identify the characteristics and purposes of various reading  
 programs .....................................................................................111 
 
Skill 11.2 Identify appropriate classroom organizational formats for specific 

instructional objectives ................................................................112 
 
Skill 11.3 Identify methods and strategies to integrate reading, writing, 

speaking, listening, viewing, and presenting across the curriculum 
 ....................................................................................................113 
 
Skill 11.4 Choose effective techniques for improving attitudes toward reading 

and for motivating students to engage in reading events ............115 
 



TEACHER CERTIFICATION STUDY GUIDE 
 

READING K-12 iv 

COMPETENCY 12.0   KNOWLEDGE OF RESEARCH.................................  116 
 
Skill  12.1 Identify characteristics of scientifically based reading research 
 ....................................................................................................116 
 
Skill  12.2 Identify findings from current reading research ..........................  118 
 
Skill  12.3  Identify reliable sources of reading research ...............................119 
 
Skill  12.4 Identify the purpose, procedure, and application of teacher action 

research ......................................................................................123 
 
COMPETENCY 13.0   KNOWLEDGE OF READING PROGRAM 

SUPERVISION AND ADMINISTRATION ...................124 
 
Skill  13.1 Identify the purposes and practices for involving family members, 

community members, and other professionals in reading efforts 124 
 
Skill 13.2 Interpret reading information, regulations, and assessment data to 

administrators, staff members, policy makers, media, students, 
parents, and the community ........................................................125 

 
Skill 13.3  Use school related data to identify the content and process of 

ongoing high-quality staff development .......................................128 
 
Skill 13.4 Select and evaluate instructional materials for reading ...............130 
 
Skill 13.5 Identify criteria for evaluating the effectiveness of a reading 

program .......................................................................................130 
 
Skill 13.6 Use school data and program evaluation results to identify methods 

to modify and improve curriculum and instruction .......................132 
 
Skill 13.7 Determine effective methods for training and monitoring 

paraprofessionals, tutors, and volunteers....................................133 
 



TEACHER CERTIFICATION STUDY GUIDE 
 

READING K-12 v 

Glossary ..........................................................................................................135 
 
Directory of Theorists.....................................................................................146 

 
Bibliography of Print Resources ...................................................................152 

 
Tools for teaching and testing.......................................................................166 

 
Sample Test.....................................................................................................170 

 
Answer Key .....................................................................................................202 
 
Rationales for Sample Questions..................................................................203 

 
Constructed Response Questions ................................................................212 

 
Tips and Reflections ......................................................................................216 
 
Additional Citations ........................................................................................217 
 




