
TEACHER CERTIFICATION STUDY GUIDE 
 

LANGUAGE ARTS i 

TTAABBLLEE  OOFF  CCOONNTTEENNTTSS  
  

SUBAREA I. LISTENING AND SPEAKING 
 
COMPETENCY 0001 UNDERSTAND LISTENING AND SPEAKING FOR INFORMATION AND  
  UNDERSTANDING ............................................................................ 1 
 
Skill 1.1   Analyze factors affecting a listener's ability to understand spoken language in  
  different contexts ............................................................................................ 1 
 
Skill 1.2   Apply techniques of organizing information for formal presentations.............. 2 
  
Skill 1.3   Apply methods of adapting language for various purposes, audiences, and 

occasions........................................................................................................ 3 
 
Skill 1.4   Evaluate materials for use in oral presentations ............................................. 4 
 
COMPETENCY 0002 UNDERSTAND LISTENING AND SPEAKING FOR LITERARY  
   RESPONSE AND EXPRESSION, PERSONAL APPRECIATION, AND  
   ENTERTAINMENT............................................................................. 5 
 
Skill 2.1   Recognize the different roles of speech and intonation patterns in oral 

presentations of stories, poetry, and drama.................................................... 5 
 
Skill 2.2   Assess the effectiveness of given examples for making presentations 

and assess the appropriateness of details and vocabulary for a specific 
audience......................................................................................................... 7 

 
COMPETENCY 0003 UNDERSTAND LISTENING AND SPEAKING FOR CRITICAL  
   ANALYSIS, EVALUATION, AND PERSUASION............................ 10 
 
Skill 3.1   Evaluate strategies of organization and delivery in relation to content,  
 audience, purpose, and occasion ................................................................. 10 
 
Skill 3.2  Analyze fallacies in logic............................................................................... 11 
 
Skill 3.3  Analyze the role of critical-thinking skills in effective listening and  

 speaking ....................................................................................................... 11 
 

Skill 3.4   Recognize the varieties of body language, gestures, literary devices, and 
visual aids that can be used to communicate a point of view ....................... 13 

 

COMPETENCY 0004 UNDERSTAND LISTENING AND SPEAKING FOR SOCIAL  
  INTERACTION IN A VARIETY OF FORMAL AND INFORMAL  
  SITUATIONS.................................................................................... 14 

 
Skill 4.1  Recognize elements of effective listening and speaking in conversation ..... 14 
 
Skill 4.2   Apply techniques for effective listening and speaking in small- and large-

group situations ............................................................................................ 14 
 
Skill 4.3  Recognize the role of cultural and linguistic diversity in listening and speaking 
 ..................................................................................................................... 16 



TEACHER CERTIFICATION STUDY GUIDE 
 

LANGUAGE ARTS ii 

SUBAREA II. WRITING 
 
COMPETENCY 0005 UNDERSTAND WRITING FOR INFORMATION AND  
   UNDERSTANDING .......................................................................... 18 
 
Skill 5.1  Evaluate alternative introductory or concluding sentences for a formal essay 

or research paper ......................................................................................... 18 
 
Skill 5.2  Evaluate information from various sources................................................... 20 
 
Skill 5.3  Assess the appropriateness of language and formats for various forms of 

expository writing.......................................................................................... 21 
 
COMPETENCY 0006 UNDERSTAND WRITING FOR PERSONAL EXPRESSION AND  
   SOCIAL INTERACTION .................................................................. 22 
 
Skill 6.1   Demonstrate awareness of the aesthetic dimension of language................. 22 
 
Skill 6.2  Evaluate alternative thesis statements or organizational patterns for a 

personal essay ............................................................................................. 22 
 
Skill 6.3   Analyze the effectiveness of narrative or descriptive materials and identify  
 appropriate revisions .................................................................................... 23 
 
Skill 6.4   Apply strategies for composing personal notes and letters .......................... 24 

 
COMPETENCY 0007 UNDERSTAND WRITING FOR CRITICAL ANALYSIS, 

EVALUATION, AND PERSUASION................................................ 26 
 
Skill 7.1   Analyze the organization or strategy of an editorial or argumentative  

 essay ............................................................................................................ 26 
 

Skill 7.2  Select appropriate reasons, examples, or details to support an argument or 
opinion.......................................................................................................... 27 

 
Skill 7.3  Analyze fallacies in logic in a piece of persuasive writing............................. 28 
 
COMPETENCY 0008 UNDERSTAND PROCESSES FOR GENERATING AND  
   DEVELOPING WRITTEN TEXTS .................................................... 29 
 
Skill 8.1   Apply strategies for generating ideas before writing ..................................... 29 
 
Skill 8.2  Apply strategies for developing a written text ............................................... 33 
 
Skill 8.3   Recognize methods used to revise works in progress.................................. 34 

 
COMPETENCY 0009 EDIT WRITTEN TEXTS TO ACHIEVE CLARITY AND ECONOMY OF  

  EXPRESSION AND CONFORMITY TO CONVENTIONS OF  
  STANDARD ENGLISH USAGE....................................................... 35 

Skill 9.1   Revise sentences to eliminate wordiness, ambiguity, and redundancy ........ 35 
 
Skill 9.2   Revise sentences and passages to maintain parallel form and strengthen the 

unity of a written statement........................................................................... 35 
 
Skill 9.3  Revise errors in usage, nonstandard punctuation, and spelling ................... 36 



TEACHER CERTIFICATION STUDY GUIDE 
 

LANGUAGE ARTS iii 

SUBAREA III. READING 
 
COMPETENCY 0010 UNDERSTAND READING FOR INFORMATION AND  
   COMPREHENSION ......................................................................... 44 
 
Skill 10.1  Draw conclusions from a passage................................................................ 44 
 
Skill 10.2  Recognize an author's purpose for writing a passage .................................. 44 
 
Skill 10.3  Infer information from a passage .................................................................. 45 

 
COMPETENCY 0011 UNDERSTAND READING FOR LITERARY RESPONSE AND  
   PERSONAL ENJOYMENT .............................................................. 46 
 
Skill 11.1  Analyze an author's use of figurative language to convey sensory 

impressions or emotional effects .................................................................. 46 
 
Skill 11.2  Analyze an author's use of language to create mood, portray character, or 

develop plot .................................................................................................. 49 
 
Skill 11.3  Interpret the use of rhythm, rhyme, or imagery to evoke a response in 

readers ......................................................................................................... 51 
 
Skill 11.4  Analyze the use of language to develop themes .......................................... 51 

 
COMPETENCY 0012 UNDERSTAND READING FOR CRITICAL ANALYSIS AND  
   EVALUATION .................................................................................. 52 
 
Skill 12.1  Distinguish between what is presented as fact and what is presented as 

opinion in a passage..................................................................................... 52 
 
Skill 12.2  Evaluate the relevance, importance, or sufficiency of facts or examples in a 

writer's argument .......................................................................................... 53 
 
Skill 12.3   Analyze various types of persuasive messages ........................................... 54 
 
Skill 12.4   Assess the credibility or objectivity of various sources of information........... 56 
 
Skill 12.5  Analyze how an author's tone and style present a particular point of view or 

hold the interest of readers ........................................................................... 57 
 

COMPETENCY 0013 UNDERSTAND READING COMPREHENSION.............................. 59 
 
Skill 13.1   Recognize the purposes and characteristics of reading techniques ............. 59 
 
Skill 13.2   Apply appropriate strategies to acquire meaning from a text........................ 60 
 
Skill 13.3   Apply strategies to determine word meanings .............................................. 61 
 
Skill 13.4   Recognize deficiencies in student reading abilities and guide students toward 

becoming independent readers .................................................................... 62 



TEACHER CERTIFICATION STUDY GUIDE 
 

LANGUAGE ARTS iv 

SUBAREA IV. LANGUAGE AND MEDIA 
 
COMPETENCY 0014 UNDERSTAND THE HISTORICAL, SOCIAL, AND CULTURAL  
   INFLUENCES SHAPING THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE................... 65 
 
Skill 14.1  Analyze the significance of historical events that have influenced the 

development of the English language........................................................... 65 
 
Skill 14.2   Relate English derivatives and borrowing, including slang terms, to their 

origins in other languages............................................................................. 66 
 
Skill 14.3   Analyze regional and social variations in language in the  

 United States ................................................................................................ 66 
 
COMPETENCY 0015 UNDERSTAND THE STRUCTURE, ACQUISITION, AND USE OF  
   LANGUAGE..................................................................................... 67 
 
Skill 15.1   Recognize structural features of language ................................................... 67 
 
Skill 15.2   Understand the acquisition of English as a first and second  

 language....................................................................................................... 67 
 

COMPETENCY 0016 UNDERSTAND THE INTERRELATIONSHIP OF LANGUAGE ARTS  
  SKILLS AND THEIR INTEGRATION WITHIN OTHER CONTENT  
  AREAS............................................................................................. 72 

 
Skill 16.1   Recognize ways in which reading, writing, listening, speaking, and thinking 

interrelate and mutually influence one another ............................................. 72 
 
Skill 16.2   Apply methods of integrating language modes to promote learning ............. 72 
 
Skill 16.3   Apply techniques and activities for integrating the language arts with other 

content areas................................................................................................ 73 
 

COMPETENCY 0017 UNDERSTAND THE USE OF VISUAL AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA  
  IN THE COMMUNICATION OF INFORMATION, CREATIVE  
  EXPRESSION, AND ENTERTAINMENT......................................... 74 

 
Skill 17.1  Recognize characteristics and uses of various media .................................. 74 
 
Skill 17.2   Recognize alternative ways to communicate information ............................. 74 
 
Skill 17.3  Use computers and other technology to locate, organize, and present 

information.................................................................................................... 75 
 
Skill 17.4   Evaluate and select appropriate visual and electronic materials for use in 

presentations ................................................................................................ 76 
 



TEACHER CERTIFICATION STUDY GUIDE 
 

LANGUAGE ARTS v 

COMPETENCY 0018 UNDERSTAND THE USE OF VISUAL AND ELECTRONIC MEDIA  
   TO INFLUENCE ATTITUDES AND BEHAVIOR ............................. 77 
 
Skill 18.1   Select visual materials likely to be effective in communicating a point of view 
 ..................................................................................................................... 77 
 
Skill 18.2   Analyze ways in which advertisers seek to influence popular  

 behavior........................................................................................................ 79 
 

Skill 18.3   Examine the impact of visual and electronic media on social  
 attitudes........................................................................................................ 80 

 
 
Sample Test......................................................................................................................... 81 
 
Answer Key ....................................................................................................................... 113 
 
Rationales with Sample Questions.................................................................................. 114 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 




