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DOMAIN I. ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS AND READING 
 
COMPETENCY 1.0 ORAL LANGUAGE ................................................................1 
Skill 1.1  Knows basic linguistic concepts (e.g., phonemes, segmentation) 

and developmental stages in acquiring oral language, including 
stages in phonology, semantics, syntax, and pragmatics, and 
recognizes that individual variations occur ........................................1  

 
Skill 1.2   Knows characteristics and uses of informal and formal oral  
  language assessments and uses multiple, ongoing assessments to  
  monitor and evaluate students' oral languages. ................................4 
 
Skill 1.3  Provides language instruction that acknowledges students' current 

oral language skills and that builds on these skills  to increase 
students' oral language proficiency ...................................................4  

 
Skill 1.4  Plans, implements, and adapts instruction that is based on informal 

and formal assessment of students' progress in oral language 
development and that addresses the needs, strengths, and 
interests of individual students, including English Language 
Learners. ...........................................................................................4 

 
Skill 1.5  Recognizes when oral language delays or differences warrant in- 
   depth evaluation and additional help or intervention. ........................5 
 
Skill 1.6   Knows how to provide explicit, systematic oral language instruction  

  and supports students' learning and use of oral language through 
meaningful and purposeful activities implemented one-to-one and 
in a group. .........................................................................................6 

 
Skill 1.7   Selects and uses instructional materials and strategies that  
   promote students' oral language development; that respond to  
   students' individual strengths, needs, and interests; that reflect  
   cultural diversity; and that build on students' cultural, linguistic, and  
   home backgrounds to enhance their oral language development .....6 
 
Skill 1.8  Understands relationships between the development of oral 

language and the development of reading and provides instruction 
that interrelates oral and written language to promote students' 
reading proficiency and learning (e.g., preview-review, discussion, 
questioning).......................................................................................8 

 



Skill 1.9  Knows similarities and differences between oral and written  
  language and how to promote students' awareness of these  
  similarities and differences. ...............................................................9 
 
Skill 1.10  Selects and uses instructional strategies, materials, activities, and  
  models to strengthen students' oral vocabulary and narrative skills   
  in spoken language and teaches students to connect spoken and  
  printed language................................................................................10 
 
Skill 1.11   Selects and uses instructional strategies, materials, activities, and  
  models to teach students skills  for speaking to different audiences  
  for various purposes and for adapting spoken language for various  
  audiences, purposes, and occasions.................................................11 
 
Skill 1.12   Selects and uses instructional strategies, materials, activities, and  
  models to teach students listening skills  for various purposes (e.g.,  
  critical listening to evaluate a speaker's message, listening to enjoy  
  and appreciate spoken language) and provides students with  
  opportunities to engage in active, purposeful listening in a variety of  
  contexts. ............................................................................................12 
 
Skill 1.13   Selects and uses instructional strategies, materials, activities, and  
  models to teach students to evaluate the content and effectiveness  
  of their own spoken messages and the messages of others. ............12 
 
Skill 1.14  Knows how to promote students' development of oral  
  communication skills through the use of technology..........................13 
 
COMPETENCY 2.0 EARLY LITERACY DEVELOPMENT ....................................14 
 
Skill 2.1  Understands the significance of phonological and phonemic 

awareness for reading and typical patterns in the development of 
phonological and phonemic awareness and recognizes that 
individual variations occur .................................................................14 

 
Skill 2.2  Understands elements of the alphabetic principle (e.g., letter 

names, graphophonemic knowledge, the relationship of the letters 
in printed words to spoken language) and typical patterns of 
students' alphabetic skills development, and recognizes that 
individual variations occur. ................................................................15 

 
Skill 2.3 Understands that comprehension is an integral part of early literacy 
 ..........................................................................................................16 
 



Skill 2.4 Understands that not all written languages are alphabetic and that 
many alphabetic languages are more phonetically regular than 
English and knows the significance of this for students' literacy 
development in English 

  ..........................................................................................................16 
 

Skill 2.5 Understands that literacy acquisition generally develops in a 
predictable pattern from prereading (emergent literacy) to 
conventional literacy and recognizes that individual variations 
occur..................................................................................................17 

 
Skill 2.6  Understands that literacy development occurs in multiple contexts 

through reading, writing, and the use of oral language......................18 
 
Skill 2.7  Knows characteristics of informal and formal literacy assessments 

(e.g., screening devices, criterion-referenced state tests, 
curriculum-based reading assessments, informal reading 
inventories, norm-referenced tests) ...................................................18 

 
Skill 2.8  Knows how to select, administer, and use results from informal and 

formal assessments of literacy acquisition. .......................................19 
 
Skill 2.9  Knows how to use ongoing assessment to determine when a 

student needs additional help or intervention to bring the student's 
performance to grade level, based on state content and 
performance standards for reading in the Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS)............................................................20 

 
Skill 2.10  Analyzes students' errors in reading and responds to individual 

students' needs by providing focused instruction to promote literacy 
acquisition. ........................................................................................21 

 
Skill 2.11  Selects and uses instructional materials that build on the current 

language s of individual students, including English Language 
Learners, to promote development from emergent literacy to 
conventional literacy. .........................................................................24 

 
COMPETENCY 3.0  WORD IDENTIFICATION AND READING FLUENCY..........26 
 
Skill 3.1 Understands that many students develop word analysis s and 

reading fluency in a predictable sequence and recognizes that 
individual variations occur. ................................................................26 

 
Skill 3.2  Understands differences in students' development of word 

identification skills and reading fluency and knows instructional 
practices for meeting students' individual needs in these areas ........26 



Skill 3.3 Understands the connection of word identifications and reading 
fluency to reading comprehension.....................................................28 

 
Skill 3.4 Knows the continuum of word analysis s in the statewide curriculum 

and grade-level expectations for attainment of these skills ...............29 
 
Skill 3.5 Knows how students develop fluency in oral and silent reading........29 
 
Skill 3.6 Understands that fluency involves rate, accuracy, and intonation 

and knows the norms for reading fluency that have been 
established in the Texas Essential Knowledge and s (TEKS) for 
various age and grade levels.............................................................30 

 
Skill 3.7  Knows factors affecting students' word identification skills  and 

reading fluency (e.g., home language, vocabulary development, 
learning disability)..............................................................................30 

 
Skill 3.8 Understands important phonetic elements and conventions of the 

English language. ..............................................................................32 
 
Skill 3.9 Knows a variety of informal and formal procedures for assessing 

students' word identification skills and reading fluency on an 
ongoing basis and uses appropriate assessments to monitor 
students' performance in these areas and to plan instruction for 
individual students, including English Language Learners. ...............32  

 
Skill 3.10 Analyzes students' errors in word analysis and uses the results of 

this analysis to inform future instruction.............................................33 
 
Skill 3.11 Applies norms and expectations for word identification skills  and 

reading fluency, as specified in the Texas Essential Knowledge and 
Skills (TEKS), to evaluate students' reading performance.................33 

 
Skill 3.12  Knows how to use ongoing assessment of word identification skills 

and reading fluency to determine when a student needs additional 
help or intervention to bring the student's performance to grade 
level, based on state content and performance standards for 
reading in the Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS)...........33 

 
Skill 3.13  Knows strategies for decoding increasingly complex words, 

including using the alphabetic principle, structural cues (e.g., 
prefixes, suffixes, roots), and syllables, and for using syntax and 
semantics to support word identification and confirm word meaning. 
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Skill 3.14  Selects and uses instructional strategies, materials, activities, and 
models to teach students to recognize high-frequency irregular 
words, to promote students' ability to decode increasingly complex 
words, and to enhance word identification skills for students reading 
at different levels. ..............................................................................36 

 
Skill 3.15  Selects and uses appropriate instructional strategies, materials, 

activities, and models to improve reading fluency for students 
reading at different levels (e.g., having students read independent-
level texts, engage in repeated reading activities, use self-
correction). ........................................................................................38 

 
COMPETENCY 4.0 READING COMPREHENSION AND ASSESSMENT ............39 
 
Skill 4.1  Understands reading comprehension as an active process of 

constructing meaning ........................................................................39 
 
Skill 4.2  Understands the continuum of reading comprehension skills in the 

statewide curriculum and grade-level expectations for these skills 
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Skill 4.3  Understands factors affecting students' reading comprehension 

(e.g., oral language development, word analysis skills, prior 
knowledge, language background, previous reading experiences, 
fluency, vocabulary development, ability to monitor understanding, 
characteristics of specific texts) .........................................................42 

 
Skill 4.4 Knows characteristics of informal and formal reading 

comprehension assessments (e.g., criterion-referenced state tests, 
curriculum-based reading assessments, informal reading 
inventories, norm-referenced tests) ...................................................42 

 
Skill 4.5  Selects and uses appropriate informal and formal assessments to 

monitor and evaluate students' reading comprehension ...................43 
 
Skill 4.6  Analyzes student errors and provides focused instruction in reading 

comprehension based on the strengths and needs of individual 
students, including English Language Learners. ...............................43 

 
Skill 4.7  Knows how to use ongoing assessment to determine when a 

student needs additional help or intervention to bring the student's 
performance to grade level, based on state content and 
performance standards for reading in the Texas Essential 
Knowledge and Skills (TEKS)............................................................43 

 



Skill 4.8  Understands metacognitives, including self-evaluation and self-
monitoring s, and teaches students to use these s to enhance their 
own reading comprehension. ............................................................43 

 
Skill 4.9   Knows how to determine students' independent, instructional, and 

frustration reading levels and uses this information to select and 
adapt reading materials for individual students, as well as to guide 
their selection of independent reading materials ...............................43   

 
Skill 4.10  Uses various instructional strategies to enhance students' reading 
  comprehension (e.g., linking text content to students' lives and prior 

knowledge, connecting related ideas across different texts, 
engaging students in guided and independent reading, guiding 
students to generate questions and apply knowledge of text topics) 
..........................................................................................................45 

 
Skill 4.11  Knows how to provide students with direct, explicit instruction in the 

use of strategies to improve their reading comprehension (e.g., 
previewing, self monitoring, visualizing, retelling). .............................45 

 
Skill 4.12  Uses various communication modes (e.g., written, oral) to promote 

students' reading comprehension......................................................47 
 
Skill 4.13 Understands levels of reading comprehension and how to model 

and teach literal, inferential, and evaluative comprehension skills. ...48 
 
Skill 4.14  Knows how to provide instruction to help students increase their 

reading vocabulary ............................................................................53  
 
Skill 4.15  Understands reading comprehension issues for students with 

different needs and knows effective reading strategies for those 
students.............................................................................................53 

 
Skill 4.16 Knows the difference between guided and independent practice in 

reading and provides students with frequent opportunities for both 
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Skill 4.17  Knows how to promote students' development of an extensive 

reading and writing vocabulary by providing them with many 
opportunities to read and write. .........................................................54 

 
COMPETENCY 5.0 READING APPLICATIONS....................................................56 

Skill 5.1  Understands skills and strategies for understanding, interpreting, 
and evaluating different types of written materials, including 
narratives, expository texts, technical writing, and content-area 
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Skill 5.2 Understands different purposes for reading and related reading 
strategies...........................................................................................57 

 
Skill 5.3  Knows and teaches strategies to facilitate comprehension of 

different types of text before, during, and after reading (e.g., 
previewing, making predictions, questioning, self-monitoring, 
rereading, mapping, using reading journals, discussing texts) ..........58 

 
Skill 5.4 Provides instruction in comprehension skills  that support students' 

transition from "learning to read" to "reading to learn" (e.g., 
matching comprehension strategies to different types of text and 
different purposes for reading). .........................................................58 

 
Skill 5.5  Understands the importance of reading in all content areas..............60 
 
Skill 5.6  Understands the value of using dictionaries, glossaries, and other 

sources to determine the meanings, pronunciations, and 
derivations of unfamiliar words and teaches students to use these 
sources..............................................................................................61 

 
Skill 5.7  Knows how to teach students to interpret information presented in 

various formats (e.g., maps, tables, graphs) and how to locate, 
retrieve, and retain information from a range of texts and 
technologies ......................................................................................64 

 
Skill 5.8  Knows how to help students comprehend abstract content and 

ideas in written materials (e.g., by using manipulatives, examples, 
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Skill 5.9 Knows literary genres (e.g., historical fiction, poetry, myths, fables) 

and their characteristics.....................................................................65 
 
Skill 5.10  Recognizes a wide range of literature and other texts appropriate 

for students........................................................................................69 
 
Skill 5.11  Provides multiple opportunities for students to listen and respond to 

a wide variety of children's and young people's literature, both 
fiction and nonfiction, and to recognize characteristics of various 
types of narrative and expository texts ..............................................72 

 
Skill 5.12  Understands and promotes students' development of literary 

response and analysis, including teaching students elements of 
literary analysis (e.g., story elements, features of different literary 
genres) and providing students with opportunities to apply 
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Skill 5.13  Selects and uses a variety of materials to teach students about 
authors and about different purposes for writing. ..............................78 

 
Skill 5.14 Provides students with opportunities to engage in silent reading and 

extended reading of a wide range of materials, including expository 
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Skill 5.15  Engages students in varied reading experiences and encourages 

students to interact with others about their reading. ..........................79 
 
Skill 5.16 Uses strategies to encourage reading for pleasure and lifelong 
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Skill 5.17  Knows how to teach students strategies for selecting their own 
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and expository texts...........................................................................84  

 
COMPETENCY 6.0 WRITTEN LANGUAGE  – WRITING CONVENTIONS ..........85 
 
Skill 6.1  Knows predictable stages in the development of writing 

conventions (including the physical and cognitive processes 
involved in letter formation, word writing, sentence construction, 
spelling, punctuation, and grammatical expression) and recognizes 
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Skill 6.2  Knows and applies appropriate instructional strategies and 

sequences to teach writing conventions and their applications to all 
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Skill 6.3 Knows informal and formal procedures for assessing students' use 

of writing conventions and uses multiple, ongoing assessments to 
monitor and evaluate students' development in this area..................94 

 
Skill 6.4 Uses ongoing assessment of writing conventions to determine 

when a student needs additional help or intervention to bring the 
student's performance to grade level, based on state content and 
performance standards for writing in the Texas Essential 
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Skill 6.5  Analyzes students' errors in applying writing conventions and uses 

the results of this analysis as a basis for future instruction................94 
 



Skill 6.6 Knows writing conventions and appropriate grammar and usage 
and provides students with direct instruction and guided practice in 
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Skill 6.7  Understands the contribution of conventional spelling toward 
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Skill 6.8 Understands stages of spelling development (prephonetic, 
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support students' development from one stage to the next. ..............95 
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Skill  7.1  Knows predictable stages in the development of written language 
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Skill 7.2  Promotes student recognition of the practical uses of writing, 

creates an environment in which students are motivated to express 
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language assessments, and uses multiple, ongoing assessments to 
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communicate information ..................................................................268 

 
Skill 17.2 Develops, justifies, and uses conversions within measurement 

systems .............................................................................................270 
 
Skill 17.3  Applies dimensional analysis to derive units and formulas in a 

variety of situations (e.g., rates of change of one variable with 
respect to another) and to find and evaluate solutions to problems 

  ..........................................................................................................271 
 
Skill 17.4  Describes the precision of measurement and the effects of error on 
  measurement. ...................................................................................273 
 
Skill 17.5  Applies the Pythagorean theorem, proportional reasoning, and right 

triangle trigonometry to solve measurement problems......................274 
 
COMPETENCY 18.0  GEOMETRIC RELATIONSHIPS AND AXIOMATIC  
 STRUCTURE .......................................................................277 
 
Skill 18.1  Understands concepts and properties of points, lines, planes, 

angles, lengths, and distances ..........................................................277 
 
Skill 18.2  Analyzes and applies the properties of parallel and perpendicular 

lines ...................................................................................................279 
 
Skill 18.3  Uses the properties of congruent triangles to explore geometric 

relationships and prove theorems .....................................................281 
 
Skill 18.4  Describes and justifies geometric constructions made using a 

compass and straight edge and other appropriate technologies .......283 
 
Skill 18.5  Applies knowledge of the axiomatic structure of Euclidean 

geometry to justify and prove theorems.............................................286 
 



COMPETENCY 19.0 TWO AND THREE-DIMENSIONAL FIGURES ....................287 
 
Skill 19.1 Uses and understands the development of formulas to find lengths, 

perimeters, areas, and volumes of basic geometric figures...............287 
 
Skill 19.2  Applies relationships among similar figures, scale, and proportion 

and analyzes how changes in scale affect area and volume 
measurements...................................................................................290 

 
Skill 19.3  Uses a variety of representations (e.g., numeric, verbal, graphic, 

symbolic) to analyze and solve problems involving two- and three-
dimensional figures such as circles, triangles, polygons, cylinders, 
prisms, and spheres ..........................................................................293 
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related two dimensional representations (e.g., projections, cross-
sections, nets) and uses these representations to solve problems ...294 

 
COMPETENCY 20.0 TRANSFORMATIONAL GEOMETRY .................................295 
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reflection device and other appropriate technologies ........................295 
 
Skill 20.2  Uses translations, reflections, glide-reflections, and rotations to 

demonstrate congruence and to explore the symmetries of figures. 
  ..........................................................................................................296 
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COMPETENCY 21.0 GRAPHICAL TECHNIQUES ................................................306 
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frequency distributions, stem-and-leaf plots, box-and-whisker plots,  
  histograms, pie charts). .....................................................................306 
 
Skill 21.2  Applies concepts of center, spread, shape, and skewness to 
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Skill 21.5  Analyzes connections among concepts of center and spread, data 
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COMPETENCY 22.0 PROBABILITY .....................................................................315 
 
Skill 22.1 Explores concepts of probability through data collection, 

experiments, and simulations ............................................................315 
 
Skill 22.2  Uses the concepts and principles of probability to describe the 

outcome of simple and compound events .........................................315 
 
Skill 22.3  Generates, simulates, and uses probability models to represent a  
   situation .............................................................................................318 
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situations. ..........................................................................................318 
 
Skill 22.5  Solves a variety of probability problems using combinations, 

permutations, and geometric probability (i.e., probability as the ratio 
of two areas)......................................................................................320 

 
Skill 22.6  Uses the binomial, geometric, and normal distributions to solve  
   problems............................................................................................325 
 



COMPETENCY 23.0 PROBABILITY RELATIONSHIPS .......................................328 
 
Skill 23.1  Applies knowledge of designing, conducting, analyzing, and 

interpreting statistical experiments to investigate real-world 
problems............................................................................................328 

 
Skill 23.2  Demonstrates an understanding of random samples, sample 

statistics, and the relationship between sample size and confidence 
intervals .............................................................................................329 

 
Skill 23.3  Applies knowledge of the use of probability to make observations 

and draw conclusions from single variable data and to describe the 
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Skill 23.4  Makes inferences about a population using binomial, normal, and 

geometric distributions.......................................................................332 
  
Skill 23.5  Demonstrates an understanding of the use of techniques such as 

scatter plots, regression lines, correlation coefficients, and residual 
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COMPETENCY 24.0 REASONING AND PROBLEM SOLVING ...........................333 
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Skill 24.2  Applies correct mathematical reasoning to derive valid conclusions 

from a set of premises. ......................................................................333 
 
Skill 24.3  Demonstrates an understanding of the use of inductive reasoning 

to make conjectures and deductive methods to evaluate the validity 
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Skill 24.4  Applies knowledge of the use of formal and informal reasoning to 

explore, investigate, and justify mathematical ideas..........................339 
 
Skill 24.5  Recognizes that a mathematical problem can be solved in a variety 

of ways and selects an appropriate strategy for a given problem......339 
 
Skill 24.6 Evaluates the reasonableness of a solution to a given problem........340 
 
Skill 24.7  Applies content knowledge to develop a mathematical model of a 

real-world situation and analyzes and evaluates how well the model  
  represents the situation .....................................................................341  
 



Skill 24.8  Demonstrates an understanding of estimation and evaluates its 
appropriate uses................................................................................341   

 
COMPETENCY 25.0 MATHEMATICAL CONNECTIONS .....................................342 
 
Skill 25.1  Recognizes and uses multiple representations of a mathematical 

concept (e.g., a point and its coordinates, the area of circle as a 
quadratic function in r, probability as the ratio of two areas)..............342 

 
Skill 25.2  Uses mathematics to model and solve problems in other 

disciplines, such as art, music, science, social science, and 
business. ...........................................................................................342 

 
Skill 25.3  Expresses mathematical statements using developmentally 

appropriate language, standard English, mathematical language, 
and symbolic mathematics. ...............................................................343 

 
Skill 25.4  Communicates mathematical ideas using a variety of 

representations (e.g., numeric, verbal, graphic, pictorial, symbolic, 
concrete). ..........................................................................................345 

 
Skill 25.5  Demonstrates an understanding of the use of visual media such as 

graphs, tables, diagrams, and animations to communicate 
mathematical information. .................................................................345 

 
Skill 25.6  Uses the language of mathematics as a precise means of 

expressing mathematical ideas. ........................................................345 
 
Skill 25.7   Understands the structural properties common to the mathematical  
   disciplines..........................................................................................345 
 
COMPETENCY 26.0 DEVELOPMENT OF SKILLS...............................................346 
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appropriate instructional activities for all students. ............................346 
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mathematics with regards to diversity................................................346 
 
Skill 26.3  Uses students' prior mathematical knowledge to build conceptual 

links to new knowledge and plans instruction that builds on 
students' strengths and addresses students' needs. .........................347 

 

Skill 26.4  Understands how learning may be assisted through the use of 
mathematics manipulatives and technological tools. .........................348 

 



Skill 26.5  Understands how to motivate students and actively engage them in 
the learning process by using a variety of interesting, challenging, 
and worthwhile mathematical tasks in individual, small-group, and 
large-group settings...........................................................................349 

 
Skill 26.6  Understands how to provide instruction along a continuum from 

concrete to abstract. ..........................................................................349 
  
Skill 26.7  Recognizes the implications of current trends and research in 

mathematics and mathematics education. ........................................350 
 

COMPETENCY 27.0 INSTRUCTION .....................................................................351 
 
Skill 27.1 Demonstrates an understanding of a variety of instructional 

methods, tools, and tasks that promote students' ability to do 
mathematics described in the TEKS..................................................351 

 
Skill 27.2  Understands planning strategies for developing mathematical 

instruction as a discipline of interconnected concepts and 
procedures. .......................................................................................351 

 
Skill 27.3  Develops clear learning goals to plan, deliver, assess, and 

reevaluate instruction based on the TEKS. .......................................352 
 
Skill 27.4  Understands procedures for developing instruction that establishes 

transitions between concrete, symbolic, and abstract 
representations of mathematical knowledge. ....................................352 

 
Skill 27.5  Applies knowledge of a variety of instructional delivery methods, 

such as individual, structured small-group, and large-group formats. 
  ..........................................................................................................352 
 
Skill 27.6  Understands how to create a learning environment that provides all 

students, including English Language Learners, with opportunities 
to develop and improve mathematical s and procedures ..................353 

   
Skill 27.7  Demonstrates an understanding of a variety of questioning 

strategies to encourage mathematical discourse and to help 
students analyze and evaluate their mathematical thinking...............353 

 
Skill 27.8  Understands how technological tools and manipulatives can be 

used appropriately to assist students in developing, 
comprehending, and applying mathematical concepts. .....................353 

 
 



Skill 27.9  Understands how to relate mathematics to students' lives and a 
variety of careers and professions.....................................................353 

 
COMPETENCY 28.0 ASSESSMENT .....................................................................354 
 
Skill 28.1  Demonstrates an understanding of the purpose, characteristics, 

and uses of various assessments in mathematics, including 
formative and summative assessments.............................................354 

 
Skill 28.2  Understands how to select and develop assessments that are 

consistent with what is taught and how it is taught. ...........................354 
 
Skill 28.3  Demonstrates an understanding of how to develop a variety of 

assessments and scoring procedures consisting of worthwhile 
tasks that assess mathematical understanding, common 
misconceptions, and error patterns. ..................................................354 

 
Skill 28.4  Understands how to evaluate a variety of assessment methods and 

materials for reliability, validity, absence of bias, clarity of language, 
and appropriateness of mathematical level. ......................................354 

 
Skill 28.5  Understands the relationship between assessment and instruction 

and knows how to evaluate assessment results to design, monitor, 
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DOMAIN III.  SOCIAL STUDIES 
   
COMPETENCY 29.0 HISTORY..............................................................................383 
 
Skill 29.1  Understands traditional historical points of reference in the history 

of Texas, the United States, and the world........................................383 
 
Skill 29.2  Analyzes how individuals, events, and issues shaped the history of 

Texas, the United States, and the world............................................394 
 



Skill 29.3  Analyzes the influence of various factors (e.g., geographic contexts, 
processes of spatial exchange, science and technology) on the 
development of societies. ..................................................................397 

 
Skill 29.4  Knows common characteristics of communities, past and present ...398 
 
Skill 29.5 Applies knowledge of the concept of chronology and its use in 

understanding history and historical events.......................................399 
 
Skill 29.6  Applies different methods of interpreting the past to understand, 

evaluate, and support multiple points of view, frames of reference, 
and the historical context of events and issues. ................................399 

 
Skill 29.7  Understands similarities and differences among Native-American 

groups in Texas, the United States, and the Western Hemisphere 
before European colonization............................................................400 

 
Skill 29.8 Understands the causes and effects of European exploration and 

colonization of Texas, the United States, and the Western 
Hemisphere .......................................................................................403 

 
Skill 29.9  Understands the foundations of representative government in the 

United States, significant issues of the revolutionary era, and 
challenges confronting the U.S. government in the early years of 
the republic........................................................................................407 

 
Skill 29.10 Understands westward expansion and analyzes its effects on the 

political, economic, and social development of the United States. ....408 
 
Skill 29.11 Analyzes ways in which political, economic, and social factors led 

to the growth of sectionalism and the Civil War.................................409 
 
Skill 29.12 Knows individuals, issues, and events of the Civil War and 

analyzes the effects of Reconstruction on the political, economic, 
and social life of the nation ................................................................414 

 
Skill 29.13  Demonstrates knowledge of major U.S. reform movements of the  
  nineteenth century (e.g., abolitionist, women's suffrage,  
  temperance) ......................................................................................419 
 
Skill 29.14  Understands important issues, events, and individuals of the  
  twentieth century in Texas, the United States, and the world. ...........421 
 
Skill 29.15  Understands the contributions of people of various racial, ethnic, 

and religious groups in Texas, the United States, and the world.......425 
 



Skill 29.16  Analyzes ways in which particular contemporary societies reflect  
  historical events (e.g., invasion, conquests, colonization,  
  immigration).......................................................................................431 
 
COMPETENCY 30.0 GEOGRAPHY ......................................................................432 
 
Skill 30.1  Understands and applies the geographic concept of region..............432 
 
Skill 30.2  Knows the location and the human and physical characteristics of 

places and regions in Texas, the United States, and the world. ........435 
 
Skill 30.3  Analyzes ways in which humans adapt to, use, and modify the 

physical environment.........................................................................435 
 
Skill 30.4  Knows how regional physical characteristics and human 

modifications to the environment affect people's activities and 
settlement patterns. ...........................................................................435 

 
Skill 30.5  Analyzes ways in which location (absolute and relative) affects 

people, places, and environments. ....................................................436 
 
Skill 30.6 Demonstrates knowledge of physical processes (e.g., erosion, 

deposition, and weathering; plate tectonics; sediment transfer; the 
flows and exchanges of energy and matter in the atmosphere that 
produce weather and climate) and their effects on environmental 
patterns. ............................................................................................437 

 
Skill 30.7  Understands the characteristics, distribution, and migration of 

populations in Texas, the United States, and the world.....................438 
 
Skill 30.8  Understands the physical environmental characteristics of Texas, 

the United States, and the world, past and present, and how 
humans have adapted to and modified the environment. ..................438 

 
Skill 30.9  Analyzes how geographic factors have influenced the settlement 

patterns, economic development, political relationships, and 
policies of societies and regions in Texas, the United States, and 
the world............................................................................................440 

 
Skill 30.10  Analyzes interactions between people and the physical 

environment and the effects of these interactions on the 
development of places and regions...................................................441 

 



COMPETENCY 31.0 ECONOMICS........................................................................444 
 
Skill 31.1  Understands that basic human needs are met in many ways. ..........444 
 
Skill 31.2  Understands and applies knowledge of basic economic concepts 

(e.g., goods and services, free enterprise, interdependence, needs 
and wants, scarcity, economic system, factors of production)...........445 

 
Skill 31.3  Demonstrates knowledge of the ways in which people organize 

economic systems, and similarities and differences among various 
economic systems around the world. ................................................446 

 
Skill 31.4  Understands the value and importance of work and purposes for 

spending and saving money..............................................................447 
 
Skill 31.5  Demonstrates knowledge of patterns of work and economic 

activities in Texas, the United States, and the world, past and 
present. .............................................................................................448 

 
Skill 31.6  Understands the characteristics, benefits, and development of the 

free enterprise system in Texas and the United States. ....................449 
 
Skill 31.7  Analyzes the roles of producers and consumers in the production of 

goods and services............................................................................450 
 
Skill 31.8  Demonstrates knowledge of how businesses operate in the U.S. 

free enterprise system. ......................................................................451 
 
Skill 31.9  Applies knowledge of the effects of supply and demand on 

consumers and producers in a free-enterprise system......................452 
 
Skill 31.10 Demonstrates knowledge of categories of economic activities and 

methods used to measure a society's economic level .......................453 
 
Skill 31.11 Uses economic indicators to describe and measure levels of 

economic activity. ..............................................................................454 
 
Skill 31.12  Understands major events and trends in economic history (e.g., 

factors leading societies to change from agrarian to urban, 
economic reasons for exploration and colonization, economic 
forces leading to the Industrial Revolution, processes of economic 
development in world areas, factors leading to the emergence of 
different patterns of economic activity in regions of the United 
States). ..............................................................................................456 

 



Skill 31.13  Analyzes the interdependence of the Texas economy with the 
United States and the world. .............................................................458 

 
Skill 31.14  Applies knowledge of significant economic events and issues and 

their effects in Texas, the United States, and the world.....................458 
 
COMPETENCY 32.0 GOVERNMENT AND CITIZENSHIP ....................................460 
 
Skill 32.1  Understands the purpose of rules and laws; the relationship 

between rules, rights, and responsibilities; and the individual's role 
in making and enforcing rules and ensuring the welfare of society ...460 

 
Skill 32.2  Knows the basic structure and functions of the U.S. government, 

the Texas government, and local governments (including the roles 
of public officials) and relationships among national, state, and local 
governments......................................................................................462 

 
Skill 32.3  Demonstrates knowledge of key principles and ideas in major 

political documents of Texas and the United States (e.g., 
Declaration of Independence, U.S. Constitution, Texas 
Constitution) and relationships among political documents. ..............464 

 
Skill 32.4  Knows how people organized governments in colonial America and 

during the early development of Texas..............................................467 
 
Skill 32.5  Understands the political process in the United States and Texas 

and how the U.S. political system works. ..........................................468 
 
Skill 32.6  Demonstrates knowledge of types of government (e.g., 

constitutional, totalitarian) and their effectiveness in meeting 
citizens' needs. ..................................................................................469 

 
Skill 32.7  Knows the formal and informal process of changing the U.S. and 

Texas constitutions and the impact of changes on society................470 
 
Skill 32.8  Understands the impact of landmark Supreme Court cases. ............471 
 
Skill 32.9  Understands components of the democratic process (e.g., 

voluntary individual participation, effective leadership, expression of 
different points of view) and their significance in a democratic 
society. ..............................................................................................473 

 
Skill 32.10  Demonstrates knowledge of important customs, symbols, and 

celebrations that represent American beliefs and principles and 
contribute to national unity.................................................................473 

 



Skill 32.11  Analyzes the relationship among individual rights, responsibilities, 
and freedoms in democratic societies. ..............................................473 

 
Skill 32.12  Applies knowledge of the rights and responsibilities of citizens in  
  Texas and the United States, past and present.................................474 
 
Skill 32.13  Understands how the nature, rights, and responsibilities of  
  citizenship vary among societies .......................................................475 
 
COMPETENCY 33.0 CULTURE; SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY AND SOCIETY ......476 
 
Skill 33.1 Understands basic concepts of culture and the processes of  
   cultural adaptation, diffusion, and exchange .....................................476 
 
Skill 33.2  Analyzes similarities and differences in the ways various peoples at  
  different times in history have lived and met basic human needs......476 
 
Skill 33.3 Applies knowledge of the role of families in meeting basic human  
  needs and how families and cultures develop and use customs,  
  traditions, and beliefs to define themselves.......................................477 
 
Skill 33.4  Demonstrates knowledge of institutions that exist in all societies  
   and how characteristics of these institutions may vary among  
   societies. ...........................................................................................478 
 
Skill 33.5 Understands how people use oral tradition, stories, real and  
   mythical heroes, music, paintings, and sculpture to create and  
   represent culture in communities in Texas, the United States, and  
   the world............................................................................................479 
 
Skill 33.6  Understands the contributions of people of various racial, ethnic,  
   and religious groups in Texas, the United States, and the world. ......480 
 
Skill 33.7 Demonstrates knowledge of relationships among world cultures  
   and relationships between and among people from various groups,  
   including racial, ethnic, and religious groups, in the United States  
   and throughout the world...................................................................480 
 
Skill 33.8  Analyzes relationships among religion, philosophy, and culture, and  
  the impact of religion on ways of life in the United States and world  
  areas. ................................................................................................480 
 
Skill 33.9  Understands the concept of diversity within unity. .............................481 
 
Skill 33.10  Analyzes the effects of race, gender, and socioeconomic class on  
  ways of life in the United States and throughout the world. ...............482 



Skill 33.11  Understands the various roles of men, women, children, and  
  families in cultures past and present. ................................................482 
 
Skill 33.12  Understands how the self develops and the dynamic relationship  
  between self and social context.........................................................483 
 
Skill 33.13  Applies knowledge of the effects of scientific discoveries and  
  technological innovations on political, economic, social, and  

 environmental developments and on everyday life in Texas, the  
 United States, and the world. ............................................................483 

 
Skill 33.14  Analyzes how science and technology relate to political, economic,  
  social, and cultural issues and events. ..............................................484 
 
Skill 33.15  Demonstrates knowledge of the origins, diffusion, and effects of  
  major scientific, mathematical, and technological discoveries  
  throughout history..............................................................................485 
 
Skill 33.16  Knows how developments in science and technology have affected  
  the physical environment; the growth of economies and societies;  
  and definitions of, access to, and use of physical and human  
  resources...........................................................................................487 
 
Skill 33.17 Knows how changes in science and technology affect moral and  
  ethical issues.....................................................................................488 
 
COMPETENCY 34.0 SOCIAL STUDIES FOUNDATIONS AND SKILLS ..............489 
 
Skill 34.1  Understands the philosophical foundations of the social science 

disciplines and knows how knowledge generated by the social 
sciences affects society and people's lives........................................489 

 
Skill 34.2  Understands how social science disciplines relate to each other. .....489 
 
Skill 34.3 Understands practical applications of social studies education. ........491 
 
Skill 34.4 Relates philosophical assumptions and ideas to issues and trends  
  in the social sciences.........................................................................491 
 
Skill 34.5  Knows characteristics and uses of various primary and secondary 

sources (e.g., databases, maps, photographs, media services, the 
Internet, biographies, interviews, questionnaires, artifacts), and 
uses information from a variety of sources to acquire social science 
information and answer social science questions..............................492 



Skill 34.6 Knows how to formulate research questions and use appropriate 
procedures to reach supportable judgments and conclusions in the 
social sciences. .................................................................................495 

 
Skill 34.7  Understands social science research and knows how social 

scientists locate, gather, organize, analyze, and report information 
using standard research methodologies............................................497 

 
Skill 34.8  Evaluates the validity of social science information from primary  
   and secondary sources regarding bias issues, propaganda, point of  
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  categorizing, comparing and contrasting, making generalizations  
  and predictions, drawing inferences and conclusions). .....................500 
 
Skill 34.11 Communicates and interprets social science information in written,  
  oral, and visual forms and translates information from one medium  
  to another (e.g., written to visual, statistical to written or visual). .......500 
 
Skill 34.12 Knows how to use problem-solving processes to identify problems,  

 gather information, list and consider options, consider advantages 
and disadvantages, choose and implement solutions, and evaluate 
the effectiveness of solutions. ...........................................................501 

 
Skill 34.13 Knows how to use decision-making processes to identify situations 

that require decisions, gather information, identify options, predict 
consequences, and take action to implement decisions....................501 

 
Skill 34.14  Knows how to create maps and other graphics to present 

geographic, political, historical, economic, and cultural features, 
distributions, and relationships. .........................................................502 
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Skill 34.16 Knows how to apply s for resolving conflict, including persuasion,  
  compromise, debate, and negotiation................................................503 
 
Skill 34.17 Understands and uses social studies terminology correctly. .............503 
 
COMPETENCY 35.0 SOCIAL STUDIES INSTRUCTION AND ASSESSMENT ....505 
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  that comprise the Texas Essential Knowledge and s (TEKS)............505 
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Skill 35.3  Understands the implications of stages of child growth and  
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experiences in the social sciences. ...................................................506 

 
Skill 35.4  Understands the appropriate use of technology as a tool for 

learning and communicating social studies concepts. .......................507 
 
Skill 35.5  Selects and uses effective instructional practices, activities, 

technologies, and materials to promote students' knowledge and s 
in the social sciences.........................................................................508 

 
Skill 35.6  Knows how to promote students' use of social science s, 

vocabulary, and research tools, including technological tools ...........509 
 
Skill 35.7  Knows how to communicate the value of social studies education to 

students, parents/caregivers, colleagues, and the community ..........510 
 
Skill 35.8  Knows how to provide instruction that relates s, concepts, and 

ideas in different social science disciplines. ......................................510 
 
Skill 35.9  Provides instruction that makes connections between knowledge 

and methods in the social sciences and in other content areas. .......511 
 
Skill 35.10 Demonstrates knowledge of forms of assessment appropriate for 

evaluating students' progress and needs in the social sciences........511 
 
Skill 35.11  Uses multiple forms of assessment and knowledge of the Texas 

Essential Knowledge and s (TEKS) to determine students' progress 
and needs and to help plan instruction that addresses the 
strengths, needs, and interests of all students, including English 
Language Learners. ..........................................................................512 
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DOMAIN IV.  SCIENCE 
 
COMPETENCY 36.0  THE TEACHER UNDERSTANDS HOW TO MANAGE  
  LEARNING ACTIVITIES TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF  
  ALL STUDENTS..................................................................537 
 
Skill 36.1  Understands safety regulations and guidelines for science facilities  
  and science instruction. .....................................................................537 
 
Skill 36.2  Knows procedures for and sources of information regarding the 

appropriate handling, use, disposal, care, and maintenance of 
chemicals, materials, specimens, and equipment. ............................538 

 
Skill 36.3  Knows procedures for the safe handling and ethical care and 

treatment of organisms and specimens.............................................538 
 
COMPETENCY 37.0  THE TEACHER UNDERSTANDS THE CORRECT USE  
  OF TOOLS, MATERIALS, EQUIPMENT, AND  
  TECHNOLOGIES ................................................................540 
 
Skill 37.1  Selects and safely uses appropriate tools, technologies, materials, 

and equipment needed for instructional activities..............................540 
 
Skill 37.2  Understands concepts of precision, accuracy, and error with regard 

to reading and recording numerical data from a scientific 
instrument..........................................................................................542 

 
Skill 37.3  Understands how to gather, organize, display, and communicate 
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